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I. Sixth Community environment action programme
On 3 May 2007 the European Commission presented the results of the mid-term review of performance of the Sixth Community Environment Action Programme, setting up Community framework for environment policy for the period from July 2002 to July 2012.

In the published document the Commission presented the progress made in implementing the Sixth Programme and evaluated if, regard had to the most recent scientific findings, there exists a need to bring any changes in the Community priorities in the environment protection in the period by July 2012. The Commission stated that in principle the Community complies with the assumed Sixth Action Programme implementation schedule, and that the fundamental action targets provided for by the Programme (climate change, biodiversity, health and natural resource use) still remain the most crucial ecological challenges, and accordingly, that the Sixth Action Programme continues to set out appropriate framework for Community action in this regard for the near future.

The European Commission continues to consider the climate change a vital problem of global importance, the solution of which must also be sought on the global level. The Commission bears in mind the climate change issues while defining the energy security and energy efficiency directions, in order to keep the commitments accepted in the Kyoto Protocol. At the same time it is agreed that the achievement of the Kyoto targets is but a first step. For that reason the European Union has assumed an additional independent commitment to reduce the emissions by at least 20% below 1990 levels by 2020, and in case an appropriate agreement on international level can be reached, the European Union is ready to increase its commitment up to 30%. More specifically, in 2007, the Commission will, in particular:

· present a proposal to improve the functioning of the Emissions Trading Scheme Directive for the third commitment period starting in 2013;

· propose a regulatory framework to promote Carbon Capture and Geological Storage technologies;

· launch a broad consultation with a Green Paper on Adaptation to Climate Change;

· present a decision on a Global Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Fund to benefit developing countries and territories and economies in transition;

· issue a Communication on water scarcity and droughts to examine the need for action at EU level.

With regard to nature and biodiversity the Commission takes the position that the appropriate legal framework is already in place (in particular by means of Natura 2000 network) and thus in the coming years the Commission will focus on implementation of the Biodiversity Action Plan. More specifically, in 2007, the Commission will, in particular: 

· finalise the Marine Guidelines for the implementation of Natura 2000 in the marine environment;

· continue negotiations on international rules on access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing, under the UN Convention on Biological Diversity; 

· present a proposal for a common position on commercial whaling and do more work on the feasibility of further legislation on trade in seal products.

With regard to the environment protection and human health, the Community framework is composed of:

1. Water Framework Directive; 

2. Regulation on REACH;

3. proposal for a Directive on ambient air quality and 

4. proposal for a framework Directive on pesticides.

In the coming years the Commission will focus on implementation of the instruments already in place and on complementing the Air Quality Thematic Strategy with a series of supporting measures, such as legislation on vehicle emissions and industry emissions. More specifically, in 2007, the Commission will, in particular:

· help with REACH implementationn and preparing the start of the EU Chemicals Agency,

· pursue a binding international agreement within the UNEP framework on further international action to restrict mercury.

The Commission acknowledges that with regard to the sustainable use of natural resources and waste management the current consumption patterns existing in the European societies are marked by a level of natural resources use far greater than the one which could in natural way be regenerated by the natural environment. Therefore, there exists a need to reverse these patterns through reduction of consumption demand as well as through assuring better methods of waste disposal and changing the characteristics of the products themselves, for the more environmental-friendly. In the close future the priority of the Commission will be further implementation of the Thematic Strategies on natural resources and waste prevention. A Sustainable Consumption and Production Action Plan proposal will also be made. More specifically, in 2007, the Commission will, in particular launch initiatives to strengthen implementation of the Waste Shipments Regulation and the Directive on port reception facilities.

Information from the websites:

European Commission

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/07/162&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=pl
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/newprg/index.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/603&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Euractiv.com

http://euractiv.com/en//6th-environment-action-programme/article-117438
II. Directive on Assessment and Management of Flood Risks
On 18 January 2006 the European Commission presented a draft Directive on assessment and management of flood risks. The Directive aims to prevent and mitigate the negative consequences of floods for human health, environment, cultural heritage and economic activity.

According to the Commission’s proposal, Member States of the European Union shall be obliged to take long-term measures to reduce the risk of flood damage. These activities will be taken in three stages. By 2011 Member States will undertake a preliminary flood risk assessment of their river basins and associated coastal zones. Afterwards, in the areas where real risks of flood damage exist, the Member States shall by 2013 develop flood hazard maps and flood risk maps. And by 2015 flood risk management plans shall be drawn up for these zones.

On 25 April 2007 the European Parliament accepted in voting in the second reading the amendments proposed by the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety of the European Parliament. At the same time an agreement was reached between the Council, the Commission and the Parliament. During the next meeting of the Council a definitive finalisation of the legislative procedure is expected. 

The Directive on assessment and management of flood risks establishing the Community framework for management of flood risks is coordinated with the Framework Water Directive 2006/60/CE, a basic instrument of the Community policy on the protection of water.

Non-governmental organisations, including the European Environment Bureau, WWF and Friends of the Earth Europe, criticised the draft Directive. They reproached it putting to much emphasis on using concrete constructions for flood prevention, instead of promoting more natural solutions, such as wetlands, floodplains and foresting the riverbanks.

Information from the websites:

European Parliament

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=2&procnum=COD/2006/0005
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sce/server/internet/amend_motions_texts/sce_amend_motions_texts_main_02.jsp?ref=A6-0064/2007
European Commission

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/565&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/flood_risk/dir_asses.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
Euractiv.com

http://www.euractiv.com/en/environment/new-floods-directive-adopted/article-163440
Friends of the Earth Europe 

http://www.foeeurope.org/press/2007/April25_joint_floods.htm
III. European Court of Justice - Rospuda Case
Case C – 193/07 R

Order of the President of the Court of 18 April 2007

Subject: application for suspension of execution and for interim measures under Article 242 EC, 243 EC and Article 84 (2) second paragraph of the Rules of Procedure, made on 5 April 2007, in the proceedings between:

Commission of the European Communities, represented by D. Recchia and K. Herrmann, acting as agents, applicant,

against

Republic of Poland, defendant.

Commission of the European Communities in course of the proceedings the subject of which is an action to declare failure to comply with the obligations of a Member State, under Article 226 CE, brought by the Commission on 5 April 2007, brought an application to the Court for:

· ordering the Republic of Poland either not to commence or to suspend, immediately and until the publication of the judgement of the Court resolving the dispute in the main proceedings, the works aimed to perform the project of foresting the area of Pojezierze Sejneńskie – which should have been proposed as a site of Community importance in accordance to the Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (O.J. L 206, p. 7) – the works being a compensatory measure for the damages in the special area of conservation Puszcza Augustowska,

· temporarily accepting the application, before the Republic of Poland presents its observations, until the publication of a final decision in the proceedings to adopt interim measures.

Under Article 6 (4) of the Directive 92/43 the Republic of Poland proposed compensatory measures for damages in the special area of conservation Puszcza Augustowska, caused by the performance of construction works on the road bypass of Augustów. The measures were about to include the foresting of around 100 ha situated in the area of Pojezierze Sejneńskie, the latter covering 7456,9 ha of area in total, and bordering in its north-western part with Puszcza Augustowska. According to the Commission, the compensatory measures of that kind may cause damage to the area of Pojezierze Sejneńskie, which could be subject to protection under the Directive 92/43.

In the area of Pojezierze Sejneńskie there are, according to the Commission, 15 types of natural habitats of Community importance, listed in Annex I to the Directive 92/43, the protection of which requires designation of special areas of conservation. Among those 15 types of habitats 5 are priority natural habitat types. Furthermore, this area is inhabited by six animal species and hosts six plant species of Community importance, listed in Annex II to the Directive 92/43, the protection of which also requires designation of special areas of conservation. In the Commission’s assessment, the Republic of Poland should have proposed the area as a site of Community importance in accordance to Article 4 (2) the Directive 92/43.

In Commission’s view, the foresting project endangers seriously the natural character of the area of Pojezierze Sejneńskie, through destruction of some of its characteristic elements, including deforesting the trees from the area of 17 ha, belonging to the priority habitat type “6120 sand calcareous grassland”.

Regard had to the aforesaid, and accepting the application by the Commission, President of the Court ordered that the Republic of Poland shall either not commence or suspend, immediately and until the publication of a final decision in this proceedings to adopt interim measures, the works aimed to perform the project of foresting the area of Pojezierze Sejneńskie – which should have been proposed as a site of Community importance in accordance to the Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, as amended by the Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic and the adjustments to the Treaties on which the European Union is founded – the works being a compensatory measure for the damages in the special area of conservation Puszcza Augustowska

Furthermore, the President of the Court summoned the Commission of the European Communities and the Republic of Poland for a session for the hearing of the parties (on 27 April 2007), in order for them to explain some of the facts of the case on the basis of questions, which will be presented to them in a later term.

Information from the website:

European Court of Justice: 

http://curia.europa.eu/jurisp/cgi-bin/form.pl?lang=pl&newform=newform&Submit=Szukaj&alljur=alljur&jurcdj=jurcdj&jurtpi=jurtpi&jurtfp=jurtfp&alldocrec=alldocrec&docj=docj&docor=docor&docop=docop&docav=docav&docsom=docsom&docinf=docinf&alldocnorec=alldocnorec&docnoj=docnoj&docnoor=docnoor&typeord=ALLTYP&allcommjo=allcommjo&affint=affint&affclose=affclose&numaff=193%2F07+R&ddatefs=&mdatefs=&ydatefs=&ddatefe=&mdatefe=&ydatefe=&nomusuel=&domaine=&mots=&resmax=100
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